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thought he belonged. His literary reputation was chiefly due to his translation of Tasso's 'Jerusalem Delivered/ published in 1724. He was perpetual secretary of the French Academy from 1742 until his death. There is an account of him by D'Alembert in the first volume of the c Histoire des membres de 1'Acaddmie frangaise.'
Von Holbach was at least the chief author of the < System of Nature.' He was a diligent and ready writer, and must have done some good service by his French translations of German scientific works. The anti-religious publications of which he was in whole or in part the author are very numerous. Most of them were published by Michael Rey of Amsterdam. They all appeared either without name or under false names. A list of them is given in Barbier's * Dictionary of Anonymous Works.'
Lange's account of the 'System of Nature' is elaborate and laudatory. Mr Morley's, in his * Diderot/ is of a very similar character. N. S. Bergier's 'Examen du Materialism e/ 2 torn., 1771, is a good refutation.
NOTE XIV., page 101.
ENGLISH MATERIALISM IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
Dr Erasmus Darwin's ' Zoonomia, or the Laws of Organic Life/ 2 vols., does not strictly fall to be mentioned here, as it was published in 1794-96 ; but, along with the 'Botanic Garden' and ' Phytologia/ it did much to keep